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Principal’s Newsletter 

Issue 14 – November 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the first Autumn Principal’s newsletter for parents and carers and the first one of this academic 

year. There is lots to report on already so far. 

 

Ofsted 

The academy was visited by a team of five Ofsted inspectors on 9-10
th
 October. The report is now available 

and can be found on our website by following this link:  

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/news/2019-11-15-ofsted-report-november-2019 

 

Overall and under a different set of criteria from the previous inspection, our judgement was changed to 

Requires Improvement. Whilst a little disappointed we view this as completely fair and can confidently state 

that the main issues the team picked up on were already in hand. In particular, the new framework 

emphasises the importance of a well sequenced and challenging curriculum and this is something we had 

already begun to work hard on. The team also recognised the early successes of other recent improvements 

such as our new behaviour policy and our five-part lesson plan which includes opportunities for students to 

recall key details from previous lessons. The team judged the three areas of ‘Student Behaviour and 

Attitudes’, ‘Personal Development’ and the ‘Sixth Form’ as Good and were particularly complimentary about 

the values-driven and inclusive nature of the school and how far ahead we are of the national picture in terms 

of character education. There remains some hard work to do in the key judgement area of ‘Quality of 

Education’ and, as ever, we are fully committed to improving wherever we can but in line with our values and 

ethos that make this such a special place to learn. 

 

Round Square International Conference India 2019 

Below is a shortened report from our Deputy Head Girl, Molly Williams who attended the International 

Conference in India this year: 

 

During the conference at the Emeralds Heights International School in Indore, we had a keynote address 

with a Nobel Peace laureate who explained how he’d led a march against child labour and for that he was 

awarded the Nobel Peace prize. We were put into baraza groups and had time to discuss each address.  

We were all split into groups with students from other schools from across the world. In my group I had 

students from Australia, South Africa, Canada and India with whom I formed a bond. We all swapped contact 

details to enable us to keep in touch. My baraza group went to Mahesh Dristhtiheen Kalyan Sangh which is 

a school for young blind girls where we helped them make resources such as pen holders and other items 

that could be sold to the local community to raise funds. I particularly enjoyed a keynote address from Kiran 

Gandhi who was a musician and activist for women’s rights. Each evening there was a multi-cultural 

performance in which each school performed in front of the rest of the conference. At mealtimes we had the 

opportunity to network and sit with other students, enjoying local and international foods. My particular 

favourite was Shahi paneer with naan bread which was a cheese curry.   

 

We also went sightseeing to Mandu which is the largest fortified city of medieval India and Maheshwar where 

there is a palace and the local town is famous for its many fabrics and temples. We then had the opportunity 

to spend some time in Jaipur with two other schools that attended the conference. This allowed us to build 

further friendships as we spent more time together enjoying the rich culture of India. We took part in camel 

polo, travelled in jeeps up Amber Fort and on the final day, painted and washed elephants.  

 

For me, the experience wasn’t all smiles and I learnt a lot about myself along the way. On the first night I 

realised I would be sharing a room with three strangers which was scary and intimidating but forced me to 

communicate with people that I wouldn’t usually and by the end of the week we were all really good friends. 

I realised how lucky I am to live the life that I do and everything about the trip inspired me to be a better 

person and work towards the world we wish to see which was the title of this year’s Round Square 

conference.  

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/news/2019-11-15-ofsted-report-november-2019
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Once I had stepped out of my comfort zone and found confidence in talking to new people each day I found 

myself getting more and more excited to explore the other delegates and their cultures. Going to the blind 

school inspired me to bring the idea home to help the less fortunate in my community. Overall, I would 

recommend it to everyone, as while it was a rollercoaster I came home feeling empowered, motivated and 

encouraged to have a positive effect on my life. 

 

Please encourage your children to look out for and sign up for opportunities such as these. As you can tell 

from Molly’s report, they are quite unique. Quite often they are also heavily subsidised by our Opportunities 

Trust following application. 

 

Remembrance 2019 

On Monday we gathered as a whole academy community for the twelfth time to mark Remembrance Day. 

The service was led by Alex our Chaplain and included the laying of a wreath by our own Combined Cadet 

Force and as well as other cadets, readings from our older students and a moving Last Post, a two-minute 

silence and Reveille support by a returning Ms Taylor and her cornet. The respect shown by our students 

was, as always, exemplary and for the first time this year an additional group of veterans joined us for the 

moving and poignant service which is something we hope to repeat.  

 

Year 11 Events 

This has been a busy week for our Year 11s who have been finding out more about our Sixth Form and the 

courses we offer, taking part in a PSHE and study skills day and attending a Careers Showcase. Thank you 

to all who have supported these successful events. Later this half term, there will be an event to support 

them in the final year of their current courses which will focus particularly on how to do well in their core 

subjects. 

 

Autumn Production, 3
rd

 – 4
th
 December – The Wizard of Oz 

Tickets are now on sale for our production of The Wizard of Oz which proves to be a fantastic evening out. 

Please purchase tickets to avoid disappointment as these events are always a sell out and unfortunately 

entry cannot be permitted without a ticket. 

 

Attendance 

A great many students have fantastic attendance, but we know that know this is an area that needs to 

improve. To support those students whose attendance currently falls below 95%, we will be introducing a 

tutor led Attendance Support Plan programme which will involve regular discussions and planning between 

student and tutor during our Values Time sessions. This will help tutors to support our students and better 

understand any barriers and challenges to attending school. The tutor may well be in touch with home to 

further strengthen this process so we can all work together to improving attendance and ensure that all our 

students can achieve and be the best that they can be. 

 

Key dates this half term 

 

3
rd

 & 4
th
 December School Production – Wizard of Oz 

Wednesday 11
th
 December Awards Evening 

Friday 13
th
 December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 18
th
 December Autumn Rewards Event 

23
rd

 December – 3
rd

 January Christmas Break 

 

Please refer to our calendar on the website for further dates. 
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And finally… 

 

Thought for the half term – from Alex our Chaplain 

I am always encouraged by an opportunity to start afresh, whether you call that a clean slate or a new page 

it means the same thing, an opportunity to start again, keeping what was great about last year and getting 

rid of the stuff that maybe wasn’t quite up to standard. The possibilities are endless and the potential, 

limitless.  

 

As we have we now welcomed back our returning students to a new academic year and said hello to our 

new cohort of brilliant young people, we are ready for what is going to be a fantastic year in the Academy. 

Our vision is to create a distinctively Christian and values driven environment that provides the best start to 

the 70 or more great years our students should enjoy when they leave our school. Our students should have 

the opportunity to live life in all its fullness and be good citizens wherever they may be. 

 

“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” 

(John 10:10). 

 

This is the life that God wants not only for our students and our staff but for the whole of the wider community 

and for all people. Let me encourage each of you to take a few moments to ponder what is good, what we 

can let go of and what it means to live life in “all its fullness”. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 


