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Principal’s Newsletter 

Issue 4 - December 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the December Principal’s newsletter for parents and carers. This month, since a wide range of 

whole academy events took place, I feel it is especially important to thank all parents and carers for their 

support.  

 

Mock Exam Period 

Year 11 and Year 13 mock examinations will take place throughout January. This is an important time for 

the students involved as they prepare themselves and practice the routines required for the real thing in 

the summer. I would like to take this opportunity to wish them good luck in their revision and to remind 

them that there is plenty of support available during and after school should they start to feel the pressure 

too keenly. There are tutors, learning managers, Mrs Ashley our lead Mental Health First Aid and Alex our 

Academy Chaplain who is now working with us full time. 

 

Values and Expectations Assemblies 

During the first week of the spring term, I have held assemblies for each year group to remind students of 

our 5 Academy Values (Positivity, Respect, Forgiveness, Vocation and Service) and of some key 

messages about how we expect students to demonstrate these values on a daily basis. The key 

messages were about how students interact with each other and adults at the academy and how they 

move around and respect our environment and buildings. In addition to this general reminder, the 

Academy Value, which will be our theme for this half term, is Forgiveness and a series of events and 

assemblies will emphasise the importance of this throughout January and February. 

 

Equipment and Uniform 

The vast majority of our students arrive for the school day with all required equipment and looking 

extremely smart, clearly showing much pride in their uniform and their appearance. However, there remain 

some ‘bug bears’ so can I please take this opportunity to remind parents, carers and students of the basic 

equipment required each day at the Academy - pen, pencil, planner, ruler, calculator, and full PE kit. A 

reading book on hand at all times would also be extremely useful as well as a green biro as students use 

green ink to self-assess and improve their own work in lessons. Some key reminders about our uniform 

standards are: 

 

 Skirt length – skirts should be knee length and not be rolled up to make them shorter. 

 Jewellery – no rings or earrings are permitted. Please bear this in mind when considering when to 

make any appointments for piercings. 

 Trousers – trousers should not be of the ‘skin tight’ or ‘drain pipe’ style. 

 Black polishable shoes must be worn – no boots, no suede shoes and no trainers without specific 

written medical advice provided. 

 

Year 8 Information Evening 

This event for students, parents and carers associated with Year 8 will take place on Tuesday 30
th
 January 

at 6.30 pm. The evening is designed to begin the process of Guided Choices where Year 8 students will 

be supported to choose the option subjects that they will begin in Year 9. A short presentation about how 

the process works and how UK qualifications now work will take place, followed by time to browse 

information about the subjects we have on offer and to discuss our various courses with our subject 

teachers. Further information will be provided in due course but for now, please do save the date. If for any 

reason you cannot attend, all information and relevant details will be made available on our website by 1
st
 

February.  
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iSAMS Parent App 

A further reminder that our iSAMS Parent App can be downloaded to your mobile device from your usual 

app store using the code SCA to log in the first time. You will then need your normal iSAMS Parent Portal 

log in details (help can be received here https://parents.tscacademy.org.uk/api/login/ or by emailing  

parentportal@tscacademy.org.uk). It might also be a good idea to check we have up to date contact 

details for you in general, this can easily be done online via the Forms link in the Parent section of our 

website. 

 

Attendance 

Whilst we are delighted that the vast majority of our students were in education during the final week of the 

autumn term, it is important to highlight the high number of absentees on the final day. It must be 

acknowledged that some students were genuinely unwell. However, the number absent was triple an 

average day in the academy and therefore we must question whether ‘pester power’ on the final day of 

term had an effect! We wholeheartedly hope for and encourage increased attendance at the academy, 

giving students the best chance of reaching their potential and being the best they can be this academic 

year. 

Key dates this half term 

 

Tuesday 16
th
 January Founders’ Assembly for Year 7 

8
th
 – 19

th
 January Year 11 Mock Exams 

22
nd

 January – 2
nd

 February Year 13 Mock Exams 

30
th
 January Year 8 Information Evening 

Tuesday 6
th
 February Year 11 Parents’ Evening  

Wednesday 14
th
 February Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

19
th
 – 23

rd
 February Half Term  

 

And finally… 

 

Thought for the month – from Alex our Chaplain 

I am sure that you will have heard the word resolution many times over the last week or so. Whether it's 

been about the battle of the ‘bulge’, dry January or attempting to stop smoking you can't escape it. 

However, there is a word that I find much more useful because it is not about having the resolve to stop 

doing something but more about the power and determination to make something happen. That word is 

Vision.  

I tend to think less of resolutions and more about what potential this year holds. What possibilities there 

are, where could I go, who could I meet, how fit could I get, how can I forgive and move forwards, what 

could we achieve as a family? This is not because we suddenly have any more power to achieve our goals 

this year but because asking ourselves questions, setting a focus and daring to ‘think big’ means that we 

have a vision and therefore start to plan how that vision can be realised. I saw an example of this recently 

when I encountered the story of PT Barnum in the movie ‘The Greatest Showman’. It was a vision for a 

better life for his children that drove him to achieve what he did. I can't help but notice the parallel; it is our 

vision for each student to ‘be the best they can be’ and to achieve all that they can and it is this vision that 

drives our decision making as an academy. 

What vision for your life and for your family will drive your decisions this year? 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 
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