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Principal’s Newsletter 

Issue 10 - October 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the first autumn term Principal’s newsletter for parents and carers. This year the newsletter 

will be published after each half term to summarise activities and news items for the previous 6-8 weeks. 

I hope you all had a great summer and half term and are refreshed and ready for another busy half 

term.  

 

New staff on board 

We welcomed a number of new staff to the Academy in September month and I would like to mention 

a few here who you may come into contact with as parents and carers. Firstly, David Broomhead and 

Chris Vallance joined us as Strategic Directors (similar to Deputy Headteachers) and there is also a 

new Learning Manager Hannah Goodwin who began work with us before half term and Kerry Simmons 

who is a temporary Learning Manager and will be covering for Ashleigh Taylor whilst she is on maternity 

leave. 

 

Year 6 Open Evening 

Our annual Year 6 Open Evening took place on 27
th

 September. Many students stayed late into the 

night to support this event and our staff worked hard to show themselves and the Academy at its best. 

The place was full to the brim with visitors and there were lots of activities, talents and passions on 

show. A huge thank you and well done to all those involved.  

 

Rewards Event 

I am pleased to report that our first reward event took place on 24
th

 October. Those students that met 

the criteria related to attendance, punctuality and behaviour were allowed a treat for one or two lessons 

during the day and to attend the Academy in non-uniform on the day. We are proud to say that over 

600 students qualified for the treat which was the first of its kind and we will therefore be repeating the 

event in the run up to Christmas. Again, the criteria will be announced in advance and all students will 

be able to work towards meeting it. We received lots of feedback about the event which we are grateful 

for and will consider when setting up the event next time around. 

 

Year 11 Information Evening 

This event will take place on Thursday 15
th

 November. Parents and students are invited to a presentation 

from our core subjects with a focus on exams, as well as effective revision hints and tips for their 

courses. There will be an opportunity to speak with teachers of option subjects at the end. 

 

Admissions Consultation 

If you haven’t seen already, we are currently conducting a consultation on our admissions criteria which 

could potentially affect children who are in Year 5 and younger. The main changes are to do with the 

introduction of a catchment area and the location of a central measuring point in the case of over 

subscription. Please see our website (link below) to view the proposed changes and comment on the 

suggestions if you would like to do so.  

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/admissions/admissions-consultation 

 

Trips and Visits 

In September a team of five student leaders attended the global Round Square Conference in and 

around Toronto, Canada where they completed a range of adventurous activities and met with students 

from schools all over the world to explore the conference theme of ‘Bring your difference’. This was a 

fantastic experience for all involved and we even managed to fit in some sightseeing at Niagara Falls 

on the final day! The Round Square opportunities available for the remainder of this year have already  

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/admissions/admissions-consultation
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been shared with students through assemblies and tutor messages. We have also this term already 

seen Geography field trips, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and assessments and our CCF students 

attended a Battlefield Tour of France to mark the centenary of the end of the First World war. 

 

Opportunity Trust 

May I take this opportunity to remind everyone of our Opportunity Trust and how lucky we are to have 

it. The Opportunity Trust was created by our Sponsors to work in partnership with parents/carers to 

support students to reach their full potential. This could be with relation to student involvement in 

activities, trips and courses or with equipment (for example in terms of a particular sport, in the arts or 

a future career or life aspiration) or which helps them to deepen their understanding of our Christian 

values, the Round Square IDEALS and what it means to be a citizen of the world we live in. To apply to 

the Opportunity Trust students should firstly speak with their tutor who can provide a booklet (also 

available on our website) and explain what to do next. 

 

Attendance 

The first half term this Academic Year has seen the introduction of the Attendance Shield. Each school 

has the opportunity to have bragging rights over the other schools by encouraging excellent attendance 

each week. Sherwood were the stand out school at the start of the year but the competition stiffened 

with Welbeck and Hardwick showing them they weren’t having it all their own way! Newstead and 

Rufford had mixed fortunes and we hope they have better success this half term. As the cold weather 

looms we wish all our students a healthy lead up to Christmas, giving them the very best opportunity to 

learn and grow in our Academy. 

 

Key dates this half term 

 

Tuesday 6
th

 November Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 8
th

 November Attendance Matters Evening 

Friday 9
th

 November Remembrance Service 

Thursday 15
th

 November Year 11 Information Evening 

Friday 16
th

 November Children in Need 

22
nd

 and 23
rd

 November Years 7 & 9 Student Photographs 

Wednesday 28
th

 November Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 29
th

 November Career Showcase 

Thursday 6
th

 December Careers Cafe 

11
th

 – 13
th

 December Grease School Production 

Friday 14
th

 December Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 18
th

 December Awards Evening 

Friday 21
st

 December Last Day of Term 

Please refer to our calendar on the website for further dates. 

 

And finally… 

 

Thought for the half term – from Alex our Chaplain 

The time of year when we remember the events of history is well and truly with us. Many Christians 

remember the saints of Old, lots of us will have attended a bonfire party or fireworks display as a 

reminder of the failed attempt at destroying parliament, while more still will spend a few moments in 

silence and reflection in remembrance of those who have died in conflicts all over the world.  
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But why is it important to remember? It was Edmund Burke (among others) who said, “Those who don’t 

know history are doomed to repeat it”. Our view of history shapes the way we view the present, and 

therefore informs our decisions that will affect our future. 

 

Remembering and respecting our own history is important in making sure we don’t make the same 

mistakes again and again. However, we must never dwell on our mistakes or over analyse, this can 

cause us to stagnate and not move forward at all. Everyone deserves a break from time to time.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 


