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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to the first edition of what is intended to be a monthly Principal’s newsletter for parents and 
carers. I am thrilled to accept the invitation to become the third Principal of The Samworth Church 
Academy and am looking forward to building on our previous successes and ensuring the Academy 
provides the best education it possibly can for all of our students. This newsletter will share good news 
and messages and all previous editions will be available on the website for the remainder of the 
academic year. We are also investigating the use of a specially designed mobile app that can provide 
newsletters, messages, student reports, parent evening bookings etc. and we hope to be able to get 
this up and running as soon as possible. 
 
Exam results 
61% of Year 11 students passed their English and Maths GCSEs in the summer and we are very 
pleased with the progress they made in each of their subjects during their five years with us. Our Sixth 
Formers also did themselves and us proud and have all gone on to their chosen university courses, 
apprenticeships and work placements. We wish all school leavers, class of 2017, the very best in the 
next stage of their lives and hope they will keep in touch so we can see how fantastically they are 
doing. 
 
Open evening thanks 
Our annual Open Evening took place on 20th September. Our wonderful site and building looked 
fantastic and there was a positive and lively atmosphere in every department. Many thanks for those of 
you who allowed students to stay for the evening – our students, as always, were helpful and 
enthusiastic and a great credit to the Academy. The event was well attended and we expect to be 
oversubscribed in Year 7 again next year. 
 
Behaviour around the Academy 
Through a series of assemblies, I have asked all students to ensure their behaviour around the 
Academy is more than simply ‘good enough’ to keep out of trouble. We are asking them to be Calm, 
Helpful, respect the Environment, be Confident to do positive things and to be Kind (CHECK). I hope 
that this initiative will make what is already a great place to learn and work truly exceptional in the 
coming months and years. 
 
Attendance 
I would like to take this opportunity to emphasise the importance of good attendance to learning and to 
being a member of our Academy community in the fullest sense. Obviously, we understand that there 
are times when absence is completely unavoidable but we encourage all students to aim for 100% 
attendance. It is useful to remember that whilst 95% attendance sounds very good, this actually 
amounts to one day off per fortnight! If you would like any support or further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mrs Bassett our Educational Welfare Officer (EWO). 
 
Car parking 
Please can I also take this opportunity to request that parents and carers park considerately when 
dropping off and collecting students. In particular, please be careful when pulling in and out of the layby 
at the front of the school, (we have seen many near misses in the morning!) and the landlord at the 
Ravensdale Pub has requested that parents do not block access for customers in the afternoon. 
 
Uniform 
The vast majority of our students arrive looking extremely smart for school each day however, please 
can I remind all parents and carers of our uniform policy which can be found on our website in the 
parents section and of the following particular points that we continue to address on a regular basis in 
school: 

 Skirt length – skirts should be knee length and not be rolled up to make them shorter. 

 Jewellery – no earrings are permitted, please bear this in mind when considering booking  
appointments for piercings. 

 Trousers – trousers should not be of the ‘skin tight’ or ‘drain pipe’ style. 
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Key contacts 
Please see below some key people you may need to contact from time to time. Please call main 
reception and dial the extension number when prompted. 
 
Main Reception Mrs Paterson/Miss Bradley 01623 663450 

Attendance  Mrs Patterson Ext. 202 

Learning Manager Team Miss Cresswell 01623 663467 

Consequence Manager Mrs Sheppard 01623 663464 

Student Information Desk Mrs Holmes/Mrs Jordan Ext. 203 / 205 

Communications and Publications Mrs Baggaley 01623 663475 

 
Key dates this term 
    
Tuesday 17th October Year 11 Information Evening 

Friday 20th October INSET Day – Academy Closed to Students 

23rd-27th October Half Term 

Tuesday 7th November Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 30th November Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 14th December Awards Evening 

20th & 21st December School Production – Bugsy Malone 

Friday 22nd December Last Day of Term for Students 

 
And finally… 
 
Thought for the month – from Alex our Academy Chaplain 
This half term we have been focusing on our Academy value of positivity. There are many figures in the 
bible that provide examples of positivity. For example, Job was a man who had everything quite 
suddenly taken from him. He lost his possessions, his livelihood and even his children. Despite the 
terrible tragedies faced by Job he remained loyal to his God. In the face of all adversity, he remained 
sure that his God had everything in control. The book of JOB doesn’t shy away from the difficult 
questions. Job sometimes speaks with great bitterness and even sarcasm (he was only human after 
all!). Being positive is not about burying our head in the sand, but about facing the reality of a situation 
and doing everything we can to overcome it.  My prayer for our students, parents and staff is that 
whether things are going swimmingly or we are facing difficulty, we will have the strength to face the 
reality with a positive and forward looking mind-set.  
 
Philippians 4:6 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God”.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Lisa McVeigh 
Principal 
 


